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luauHo, vvn.cn, as cnreacened, will now be discussed. The box has the 
ooider or UT-04, our line 3 (" Ingwersen. . . " ) is the left-most line, 
ana the last line ("Denver...") is the same type size as the line 
above it. It nas green print on a grayish brown box. See the 
illustration ror more details, but note that it is reproduced here 
run size (in M«D one boxes are reproduced half size). It would 
appear that tnere coma be nine different border combinations on the 
boxes, or wnen rive are now Known: 02 (1 mill); 03 (2, 5 mill); 04 
i j-, 5 min;. An or you, especially Mike Patton, who acquired a box 
rrom one same source, should examine your Utah boxes and see if you 
can me one missing varieties. It is entirely possible that the 
same (or similar) border combinations exist in other states, and for 
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report any results received in a future Newsletter. 
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narvey .. Tnamm (R-414) seno the Nebraska Petroleum Industries 
Comntoee cardboard, which is illustrated herein. It is a slightly 
darker shade of green tnan pea soup. As you can see it refers to a 
sa.es oax or 36%." This was most likely an excise tax on gasoline 
raoher tnan a general sales tax, especially as Nebraska did not have 
one general sales tax until 1367 and bragged about being "America's 
Wnite Spec" because of that fact. The message appears fairly obvious, 
and apparently met at least one supporter, as "Taxoline" has been 
underlined in pencil. If anyone has any r comments on the card send 
them to the editor and they will be printed in a future issue. 


Thanks to everyone who sent something for inclusion in the Newslet¬ 
ter. I nave a few short pieces by Merlin, as well as some Catalog 
Supplement Snects, in reserve, so you know future issues will have 
at .east some redeeming features. But I still need more copy, so if 
you do not send me something I will have to come up with it myself. 
You have been warned! 
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auLiiiy xlKe a onamner ui noumieroe, io seems unlikely tha 
wouiu issue a sax token. i cannot chink of anything that it would 


-—•- —-so onao tnere appears oo oe no reason eo 

issue a token for its own use. The fact tiiat Merlin says the 
Maryland pieue is one Closest maocn he nas xounci oo Mi (and in my 
upiiiijh i L is noo ohau cxose> , i would suggest thao Hi is not 
iexaoed Lo one xuiiiers club. Now that I have demonstrated my 
ignorance on the subject, it is up to the rest of you to correct 
me, or ac least give your hypothesis. 


xiiASiZC TOKENS 


^ wli - LJ -C ago i iiaCi aii OppOiouiiioy oo examine a Small group of sales 
tax tokens, which were mostly Washington plastics. They had been 
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ampered with. Any one have any ideas? 


ax Liiuuyii unere Ci\jeu> 

*- nave oeeii CuLdiOytu, as witness also the shades 
e^L.xng p x e c e, ui u o *_*. x c e, xs cue ^ ~ 
at the paastacs were cast 
es, ” 

auove 


MISSOURI: MILKTOP REVERSE 

\ Jf ~ ! t r . . . . 


Merlin K. Maiehom L-279 
In Newsletter 86 (July - September 1994) on t,. - 

page 4 is a report of a Missouri milktop with a sticker attrih,, J. J Jn S !°™u 6 Whether shou,d be 

on the reverse. To repeat the infoLtion £“£ M °' S1 ’ sin “ P1 * 3 

report, it was noted in Bob Slawsky’s Auction 31 and counterstamn ls * P re viously unreported 

reported as a Missouri counterstamn' ^ d needs to be added to the catalog 

P ‘ supplement sheets when additional information is 

Missouri 1 mill cardboard (PI) with an itTsnn Pi n pe " flc ? 1 ' ,y .’ we need t0 determine whether 
NRA canceled slamp paSl ed LL m “ " J Z ^^ 2 “ — 
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Now that I’ve thought about it some more, I 
sort of wish I had. As more of you are reporting new 
finds, I see more specimens that I don’t think could be 
patterns but at best are curiosities. To me, a pattern 
is something that the state government caused, or a 
contractor proposed, as a possible size, shape, design, 
materia], etc. for a prospective token, or used as a 
salesman’s example token even though not an exactly 
similar design to a a sales tax token. A curiosity, on 
the other hand, is something someone may have 
created during some idle moments, or that happened 
accidentally during the manufacturing process, or was 
the result of environmental or other effects during the 
years they have been around. 

For example, I think that the Washington red- 
painted fiber listed as a Maverick on page 346 of the 
catalog is probably a curiosity, but it’s called a maver¬ 
ick because Fouts had received it from the State Tax 
Commission. On the other hand, the Washington 
plastic patterns in different colors listed on page 338, 
probably are truly patterns, in my opinion. That’s 
because it’s hard for me to think some idle person with 
nothing else to do would go to all the trouble of 
making molds and then making one or two of the 
different colors. The same thing applies to the Mis¬ 
souri metal patterns - in my opinion, they were likely 
prepared as proposals by contractors bidding for the 
state’s business, or by the winning contractor as 
possibilities from which the state could make its 
choice. 


Of course, when it comes to the Missouri, 
Utah, and Washington "common" plastics, it’s a 
different story. We know that there are other shades 
in between and at either end - what’s in the catalog is 
just a range of examples, not the total of every possi¬ 
ble shade of color. But these are legitimate tokens, 
not patterns or curiosities, as far as we know. So the 
shades not in the catalog are just "data points" rather 
than patterns or curiosities. Since the range could 
include a lot of shades not in the catalog, we just 
number the catalog entries as examples or "data 
points rather than trying to list every shade that 
shows up. 

The bottom line, as always, is "If you have 
something that appears to be one-of-kind, it’s probably 
not a pattern as the first choice. It’s more likely to be 
something else." 


Maryland 


One of our several Mavericks is the 16 mm. 
brass Turner’s / (large) T // SALES / 1/30 / TAX, 
page 363 of the catalog. Once in a while, when I am 
going through some state catalog of tokens for 
some other project, I find a Turner’s Turnverein token 
listed; there may be other data in the inscription as 
well. The other day I found this in David Schen- 
kman’s Maryland Merchant Tokens. It’s not a sales 
tax token or maverick, of course, but it bears more of 
a resemblance to our maverick than any others I have 
seen so far. The illustration is also taken from Schen- 
kman’s catalog. 19 mm., aluminum, AMERICAN / 
TURNERS / BALTO., INC // 5: 



California 


I ran into this cousin when I was browsing 
through my 1976 copy of Kappen’s California Tokens. 
Sorry, no picture. Interesting that it’s a metal token - 
my experience has been that admission "tickets" are 
mostly light cardboard, at least now-a-days. 

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY / (3 1 /: mm. hole cut from 
ctr.) / BALBOA / PARK / SAN DIEGO CALIF. 

GOOD FOR ONE / FREE / TAX PAID / 
ADMISSION brass, round, 27 mm. 

Osborne 


Mike Florer wrote recently that he’s come into 
possession of "an Osborne Register Co. advertising 
token dating from the Great Depression. On the 
obverse is a bust of FDR and the legend ‘ONWARD 
AMERICA / A NEW DEAL / FRANKLIN D. 
ROOSEVELT.’ The reverse features the NRA eagle 
logo and ‘MEMBER / NRA / WE DO OUR PART / 
THE OSBORNE REGISTER CO., CIN., O.’ It’s 
made of reddish brown fiber and 26 mm. in diameter. 
I’ve also seen listings of identical tokens in red, green, 
and grey fiber. So Osborne was making fiber tokens 
well before they produced the fiber sales tax (and 
ration) tokens." 
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NEW FINDS, PERSONAL NOTES 
and Other Stuff! 

Merlin K. Malehom L-279 


Washington 

Tom Holifield has sent me another WA-S12 
with a matte or dull surface. (SI2 uncirculated has a 
shiny aluminum surface.) Tom had previously report¬ 
ed one, and I have one in my collection. I don’t know 
just what they are, but rather doubt that they are a 
product of the state. I feel it is more likely that some 
of these tokens were probably "mistreated' 1 at some 
point or another in their life, although if I’m wrong it 
wouldn’t be the first time. At best I’d consider them 
a curiosity, and at the moment I don’t want to do even 
that. In any event, I’ve put a couple pictures in, 
although you may not be able to tell very much 
difference. The top two pictures are S12 with the 
lustrous surface. The bottom two are the S12 with the 
dull surface; the pictures are darker than the real 
thing. 



100 Issues and Counting 

Well, after all these years we’ve finally 
reached the century mark. We’ve averaged not quite 
four issues of the Newsletter per year, and that in¬ 
cludes the 31 h years during which there were no 


issues. We’ve averaged 13 pages per issue, due 
mostly to some monstrous issues in the late 80s and 
early 90s. We’ve seen two comprehensive catalogs, 
one in 1977 and another in 1993. We’ve created a 
publication on the Herrin dies; a booklet on tax tokens 
that aren’t sales tax tokens; a booklet for beginners; a 
booklet of newspaper clippings, mostly from the 30s; 
a bunch of Catalog Supplement Sheets, with more to 
come; a booklet on Canadian sales tax receipts; a 
booklet on the Ohio R5 scratch marks; booklets of 
reprints from several numismatic journals; a booklet of 
reprints from historic catalogs and lists; a reprint of 
Tax Token Tally, and goodness knows what else. 

Unfortunately, our membership hasn’t done 
too well. We’ve run anywhere from about 100 mem¬ 
bers to about 140. At the moment we are low; maybe 
interest will pick up. 

We’ve not recently had a coin or token dealer 
who regularly lists sales tax tokens (stt) so that there 
is some focal point for selling, buying, and trading. 
Of course, Jerry Schimmel is particularly knowledge¬ 
able about stt and will list those brought to him for 
that purpose, but these happen to be a very small bit 
of his mail bid sales, mostly because there isn’t much 
activity of this nature. Tom Holifield has been gradu¬ 
ally trying to build up his capabilities in this area, and 
will send; you his latest price list for an SASE. He 
also commented recently that a couple long-time token 
dealers have been offering to buy up stt. So maybe 
we’ll get a little more activity going. Get in touch 
with Tom - we need to have a central point for our 
sales, purchases, trades, etc. 

"Patterns" and "Curiosities" 

I’ve commented on this before and probably 
will do so again. In the catalog, I classified as a 
"Pattern" or "Maverick" some tokens that probably are 
just "Curiosities." I didn’t have any real strong reason 
for doing so, other than I didn’t want to make still 
another category of letters. L, S, P, R, O, and M are 
enough, although I suppose I could have put them 
under O for Other rather than under P or M. In any 
event, I didn’t. 
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The Douglas G. Borden Collection 

by Michael R. Florer 
ATTS R-409 


Two years ago, in February 1996, I made the single largest 
purchase in my 13 years of collecting sales tax tokens. I 
responded to a classified ad in the TAMS Journal which resulted 
in my purchasing the collection of Douglas G. Borden of 
Melbourne, Florida. This article provides a brief look at the 
formation of his collection and its subsequent integration into 
mine. 


From his letters to me I can paraphrase a story of the 
formation of Doug Borden's collection. His father gave a talk at 
the University of Oklahoma in 1935 and brought home to Doug his 
sales tax tokens—from Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri. 

Later in life, Doug actively built a collection over a 20 year 
period. He liked sales tax tokens "because they really served as 
money during the depths of the depression and even 1 mill was 
worth considering." In 1978 he purchased a group of Illinois 
provisional tokens from Steve Tanenbaum. By 1996 Doug decided to 
part with his collection so he could concentrate on another 
interest-transportation tokens of the United States, Canada, 
Great Britain, and France. 

^,Purchased Doug's collection for $250. The collection 
comprised 193 sales tax tokens including 40 Illinois provisional 
issues. Half of those from Illinois were ones I lacked in my 
personal collection and were the persuading factor in makinq this 
purchase. 


I recently found time to integrate Doug's collection into 
mine. I was more.than pleased to add 113 different tokens to my 
coliection, 90 being new types, varieties, or curiosities and the 
other 23 being upgrades of tokens I already owned. The remaining 
80 were duplicates. 


The gems of my purchase are six 
of R-5: 


tokens with a rarity factor 


IL-L53 
IL-L65 
IL-L89 
KY-L3 
MS-S2b(3) 
MS-S2c(3 ) 


La Moille cardboard 
Monmouth aluminum 
Rossville aluminum 

Louisville, Artie Ice Co., tax on 5c purchase 
1 mill aluminum, large hole with mixed corners 
1 mill aluminum, large hole with pointed corners 


and three of R-7: 


IL-L82 

IL-L102 

OK-S13 


Princeton cardboard 
Virginia brass 
1 mill opaque tan fiber 


% 


c 



The curiosities included errors and an altered piece. A 
number of tokens have die breaks; a couple are substantial. A 
token from Utah (UT-S1) has what I first thought to be a brockage 
on the reverse. Now, I think it's the result of pieces having 
broken off the edge of the die before the planchet was struck. 
Even more unusual is an Alabama fiber token (AL-S7B) apparently 
hand-colored blue by someone, for what purpose I don't know. 

Doug Borden hoped that I would have as much fun with his 
collection of sales tax tokens as he did. I have already! I 
enjoyed identifying them and integrating them into my collection. 
I'm definitely satisfied with my purchase. 


CARL COCHRANE R23S 


I grew up in central Oklahoma. When I was growing up Oklahoma had a 2% sales tax. I got 
old enough to start handling money in the late 1930's and early 1940's. I have always liked to 
work with numbers so understanding the sales tax tokens was no problem. For each 5e purchase 
I needed a 1 mil token, for a 25(5 purchase, a 5 mil token. I paid as much attention to my sales 
tax tokens as I did to my nickels, dimes, or quarters. They were money just like other coins. 

I remember one day', I probably was about 9 years old, when I was in one of the local 5 & 10£ 
stores and bought something for 20*L That was a major purchase for a 9 year old in 1940! I had 
the correct coins for die 20*J but I only had a 5 mil tax token. Even at that age I realized that 1 
mil was not much and that to wait on my change of 1 mil was rather silly. So when I handed the 
cleric my 20£ and 5 mils I told her to “Keep the change.” I have often wondered what that clerk 
thought about getting a 1 mil tip. 


I had saved some of the sales tax tokens over the years and when in the late 1970's when I heard 
about American Tax Token Society I joined. To me these are a piece of our nations monetary 
history. The more I read about them the more fascinating they become. The different ways 
various states handled them, the shapes used, the metals and other material used; all of this is a 
part of our history that needs to be preserved. 


I have made up an exhibit of my sales tax tokens and have exhibited it several times in die North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia area. Some day I want to be able to take it and exhibit it in a 
state that used sales tax tokens. Exhibiting these tokens gives me a chance to tell others about 
sales tax tokens. 
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ox inti xasi newsletter and 


pu.in.-xny uie uuxui P-aCes that were with that newsletter. uauax, 

ull xf* it: ^ 1L uuefei ri0t include the cost of this newsletter because that 
co *‘r ua “' u f je . iCnow ' 11 ^iter this statement is made. As you can 

^ Ute .t JctAallUfei 9 ? t . very low th *= fend of January. This was 
LjuubKu^ij^ v -' tJ o ^ >Ji. tiie oulux plases. $3 00 Was taken Out of tile 

xunue tuas^uxie president has and transferred to the treasurer's 
aeeuunn^ Jfhxs makes Our operatiny account with a good balance. 

, , cukaxxuimS: The donations for this year are $103. Thanks to 

uenn names; FaSCall Brock; Terry Capps; Keith Cope; Turn Esker; 
exarenoe exenn; Kenneth Kallenbeck; Hermann Ivester; Charles Luce; 
taxxiiMieuurn; ueifery McFarland; George Nall; Leonard Otterson; 

narvey Thamm; Edward Tupper; and Trent is Wright for 
unerr conations. if I have missed anyone, please forgive me. 

Kissing you was an oversight and not intended. Ail the donations 
are appieciatea very much. 

>xne cost was actually $6 higher, but the Editor sold $6 worth 
ox puciications ana offset the cost. As the money did not go 

trougn tne Treasurer's hands he has asked that it not be merqed 
xivco iixs report. 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
NOVEMBER 30, 1997 - FEBRUARY 28, 1998 
how MEMBERS: James Ramsey DROPS: None. 


keINStATEMENTS: None. 

_. . , ATTS 

Rrenard M..Johnson 
President 
OJ2 West Kenicott 
Carbondaie, IL 62901 

Merlin K. Maiehorn 
New Finds Editor 
6837 Murray Lane 

n d n cl axe , *337 3 

Anything m the nature of a 
new find, variety, etc. 


MEMBERSHIP (February 28): 108 
OFFICERS 
Carl Cochrane 
Secretary-Treasurer 
12 Pheasant Dr. 

Asheville, NC 28803-3320 
Correspondence regarding money 
and change of address, etc. 

Marc J. Duvall 
Editor 

1621 Bigelow Ave. N. 

Seattle, WA 98109 

Copy for Newsletter, etc. 
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MISSOURI: WRIGHT/MACK- 
A Second Loose End 

Merlin K. Malehom L-279 


On page 10 of Newsletter 85 (April - June 
1994), there is a picture of three individuals from the 
sales tax auditor’s office of Missouri receiving their 
first plastic sales tax tokens. The picture is reprinted 
on the following page. Richard Johnson commented 
some time ago that if you look closely at the box held 
by the individual on the left, you can see that it is an 
Ingwersen box. (Look at box 03 on page 158 of the 
catalog. The third line of print is Ingwersen Manufac¬ 
turing Co., Inc. Note that this line of print extends to 
the ends of the second line, 500-1-MILL. Now look 
at box 06; the third line of print is not that long. If 
you look closely at the box in the picture, the third 
line extends to the ends of the second line, so it’s an 
Ingwersen box.) 


However, look at the picture of the plastic 
token that is enlarged and inset at the right top of the 
picture. The legend says its a closeup of die new 
token. But this is obviously a die 4 token - note how 
thick the two center rings are. All the die 4 tokens 
were supposedly manufactured by Wright/Mack (see 
page 152 in the catalog.) Richard asks "What’s the 
story? Did Wright/Mack use Ingwersen boxes as well 
as their own? Did Ingwersen make some die 4 
tokens?" 

The answer is "We don’t know!" Another 
loose end! 


Check Your Mailing Label! 

If there is an “x” on your mailing label that 
means that you are “paid up” for 1998. If 
there is not an “x” AND there is a red mark 
on your mailing label, then you are not paid 
up for 1998. (This is as of 28 Feb., 1998.) 
You will need to send Carl Cochrane your 
dues in order to receive the next copy of the 
newsletter. His address is 12 Pheasant Dr.; 
Asheville, NC 28803 
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C^'i_,i_,ECTOR NEEDS: IL metal 
provisionals - Mercer Co. (L61A) 
-*-riG v og , E63AC , L6 3Bb, 
lcjcC 1 and Rock Island 
(^ocoAo, LSSBa, LSSBb, LSSDb). 
marcate grade and asking price. 
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x,ig—LliiU , -L _i_* CO/U4, 

WANT to buy or trade rax tokens, 
c to swap lists of 
Terry Capps, 535 North 


___ aaaress and I'll 
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NEW PLASTIC SALES TOKENS ARRIVE and weighing test reveals they will re¬ 
lieve shoppers who found the old zinc type heavy to carry in numbers. William H. 

urke, chief of the sales tax auditor s office here, looks on, at right, as office assist¬ 
ants Robert H. Quain and Miss Jeanette Kosakowski find there are 656 new mills in 
b _P ounc l compared to 171 of the old. Inset “hows a closeup of the new token. 
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example °f tzna v a r _iety, so it is not unique. Mike says that because 
I bugged uim about the box in the last two issues of the Newsletter 

^aii V eroSoh"° P R n ? W b tha r hS ^ tGld me aver y thin S he knows about it' 
t " a n °ugh. But he also said he had something else that I should 

h?™ 1U K fi i r vr h f Newsl etter, but he has not sent it. So I get to buq 
him about wrnt. Consider yourself bugged Mike! 

Tha ^‘ (R-414) . sent the Nebraska Petroleum Industries 
~mntiti.ee cardboard, which was illustrated in the last issue of the 

4?" on^aasoline 13 h 1952 aalendar and refarad to a "sales tax of 
"V o n g a sclme. Harvey has generously donated it to ATTS. So 

S° e Il9S S S- t3 -f?. h t g ? eSt _ received by me on or before August 
v a i ue ' but X^nimum^ bid v 3, this is not an expression of 

tiinq'^cr f l number which, after postage, etc., leaves some¬ 

thing for A.iS.) earliest postmark decided ties. Please bid 

dit?o°nf in proaeeds to ATTS » yon Will not be charged ad- 

V 1 ? a " ape unless You have special instructions, so bear 
tiiat m mind when you bid. 

Fred Robinson (R-273) has recently moved and generously donated a 
book to the ATTS library (Herbert R. Simends' Source Book of the 
New Plastics [1959]). He has expressed the hope it might help me 
with future articles cn plastic tokens. I have skimmed parts of 
it, it confused me, but maybe after a few readings I may understand 
enough that it will be of use to me. I have mastered the on/off 
switch (amazing how much better my computer works when the switch 
is "on.") Anyway, the ATTS library now has one bock, and it hasn't 
even been colored in yet! (its an old joke, but I couldn't resist. 

I know, I should try harder.) Seriously, thanks for the bock Fred 
and for thinking of ATTS. 




narvey a a a free rcr tnsir non casa ccntricutrcns 
to ATTS. Ar*d thanks to everyone whe sent something for inclusion 
in the Newsletter. I have some items, including catalog sheets, 
from Merlin, but can always use more copy. Send your ads in too, 
as we should have the largest concentration of STT collectors, 
your ad should get the best response. Thanks for your patience. 
If I ever figure out what I am doing, I will be dangerous. 

There have been some inquiries regarding publications ATTS has 
for sale. It is ATTS's policy to sell such items at its cost. 

The following items include postage. Make the check payable to 
me (and send it to me, not Carl, that wi 


Back issues of the Newsletter, complete set, 

unbound (you can put them in 3-ring binders) 


1 1 the quickest way): 

$ 100.00 


Catalog supplement sheets (except 
issues 




pre-1993 


(individua 


issues of tne above two items can be ordered, 
please contact me with the specific items you are 
interested in for a price quotation) 

Catalog supplement sheets, 3 color sheets of red, 

green, and grey MO, UT, and VIA plastic tokens, 

plus 2 pages of text 6.00 

Collecting Sales Tax Tokens: An Introduction (by Merlin 

K. Malehorn and Tim Davenport). 4.00 

U.S. State-Issued Sales Tax Tokens (by Jerry F. Schimmel) 

(only one copy left, though you can order from Jerry, 

see his address on the roster, but I think he raised 

the price) 5.00 

(These two booklets are for beginers and those who do not 
want information in great depth. They make wonderful 
Christmas presents at coin club meetings and for 
young relatives. I sold seme to some nen-exenumist- 
matic dealers and bought some for gifts.) 

Reprints: 

Historic Catalogs and Lists. Over 250 pages from 15 

dealers (comb bound) 25.00 

The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 8.00 

The Numismatist 5.00 

TAMS Journal 4.00 


2 



ISRAEL SALES TAX STICKERS 

Merlin K. Malehom L-279 


Several years ago Mike Florer called my 
attention to some stamps from Cyprus, Israel, and 
Germany, that appeared to be sales tax stamps. See 
Newsletter 69, April-June 1990, pp. 11-14, for illustra¬ 
tions and a little discussion. I do not want to repro¬ 
duce the entire article because it is four pages long. 


now can buy at the post office. Here is the listing 
from Wallerstein, without his illustrations and without 
his estimated price in U.S. dollars (1980 or earlier): 

Sales Tax (Has Knlyah) 


First of all, as I’ve commented before, our 
primary interest is in sales tax tokens , not in stamps, 
which we leave to philatelists or to specialists in 
revenue stamps and papers. The Ohio sales tax receipt 
issues in which we are interested are receipts . They 
were not revenue stamps, but rather were receipts 
given by the vendor to the customer, who paid the 
sales tax in cents, to show that the sales tax had been 
paid. The Canadian sales tax tickets represent the 
same sort of thing - they are receipts , not revenue 
stamps. 


The Israel stamps and stickers of concern are 
cataloged in Wallerstein’s 1980 Specialized Catalog of 
Israel and the Holy Land Revenues. (If there is a later 
issue than 1980, I don’t have it.) He introduces the 
section on "Sales Tax (Mas Kniyan)": 

"During the 1950s and 1960s, Israel issued 
different types of Sales Tax labels. They contained the 
words ‘Mas Kniuah ’ (sic) and some labels contained 
a value, denomination and control number. They were 
also called purchase tax stamps. These labels were at¬ 
tached to various' 1 household items such as furniture, 
cooking utensils, etc. They were also attached to 
various articles of clothing. In many cases, these 
labels were made of cotton and were sewn into the 
garment. In other cases, various labels were plasti¬ 
cized with an adhesive on one side. This type of label 
was also attached to articles of furniture and leather 
goods. " 


He then provides one or two illustrations of a 
couple series of paper labels, a series of thin cardboard 
labels, and a series made of oval-shaped plastic. Since 
we deal with plastic sales tax tokens, I was curious as 
*o the nature of the plastic series, although obviously 
(io me, anyhow), they fall outside our interest as 
collectors of sales tax tokens. They are indeed stickers 
- you peel them off a backing much like the stamps we 


(pruta value, made of plastic, oval In shape) 


Catalog 

Value 

No/Abbrev Control/De 

K0 1 

15 pr 

Hr 

Green 

K0 2 

20 pr 

Hr 

Green 

K0 3 

25 pr 

Hb 

Green 

K0 4 

30 pr 

Ho 

Green 

KO 5 

65 pr 

Hr 

01 Ive 

K0 6 

75 pr 

Hr 

Olive 

KD 7 

95 pr 

Hr 

Lilac 

K0 8 

100 pr 

Hr 

Green 

KD 9 

200 pr 

Hr 

Green 

KO 10 

250 pr 

— 

Yellow 

K0 11 

700 pr 

Ho 

Green 

K0 12 

1750 pr 

— 

Light Blue 

K0 13 

2000 pr 

Ho 

Green 

K0 14 

2500 pr 

No 

01 Ive 

K0 14A 

2500 pr 

No 

Blue 

K0 15 

4000 pr 

— 

Blue 

Agorot Value (I960- 

) (made of 

plastic, oval 1i 

KG 1 

1 ag 


Orange 

KG 1A 

1 ag 

Nr 

Red 

KG 2 

2 ag 

No 

Orange Brown 

KG 3 

3 ag 

— 

Orange 

KG 4 

60 ag 

— 

Lilac 

KG 5 

75 ag 

— 

Orange Brown 


After considerable effort I was able to make a 
contact with a collector of revenue stamps in Israel, 
and was able to purchase some of these plastic stick¬ 
ers, although they were not cheap. The ones I ob¬ 
tained are not listed in Wallerstein, so I have no idea 
what the total number of stickers may be. Perhaps a 
later edition of Wallerstein’s catalog will list more of 
them. 


On the next page are illustrations, with com¬ 
ment, of the stickers I was able to obtain. They are 
really quite attractive - the colors are much brighter 
than our U.S. and state revenue stamps, due no doubt 
to their being plastic or plasticized surface rather than 
plain paper. 



All print on the stickers is black 



N£.^2?8Vf 0^ 

30 37 1 




\V oVifeo 

*S 68 


r 

_Y? 1 1 



30 Prouta, light blue (not KO 4) 
note the style of the No, Nr., Ni controls 


85 Agourah. light purple 


N't 


256 ns 0 

30 37 



30 Prouta light blue (not KO 4) 100 Agourah, white 

note the different style No control 


YTTJpCnY 

K9 098320 NS 0 98320 ’ii 

V 5S 78 S7 68 

X A*_ 0 

55 Prouta, light purple, note the two styles of No 


l et 
\J.K 


’ . . CD • s. 

Nr. 0 98320 ■ N 

48 -1 IS 38 S 




55 Prouta, light purple 
note the styles of No and Nr. 


.TJj 5 tB .<r e K 35 T 5 fi:. 

ME. 131^80 Nr. 1 31980 N 

60 48 -60 38 

S:*. __ , v .o.x _.. 

60 Prouta, light purple, note the style of Nr. 


/ — 
AV 1^-172- 

.a.x 


NS <14 7 2 ?, NS : ' 4 ? J 4722 , 


.:.k 




25 Agourah, light blue, note styles of N controls 



200 Agourah. medium purple 



missing numeral, light purple 


k mm « y?sso 

70 68 70 68 70 18 


70 

•Ut 


70 

,*34S 


70 Prouta, light purple 
note the different styles of No, and Nr. 




, .fi'p'Ba v 





(cut from an album) 10 Agourah light orange 
300 Agourah light yellow, reported as "unknown 


ME Ofd°8^0 

80 48 



h 


80 Agourah. note styles of the N controls 


VsflflgSCj Nr,-.11 
V V#'. 



no value, light green, purpose unknown; very rare if 
not unique; Hebrew at left is letter IB, which equates 
to 12 

19.?' r i rn _ pct-qrn- l"f 

4J0.0tr r - ■ ^ so.Otrif * 

6 t; -r 3 2 3/ ^r*. N? i o i •) ‘jf 

10 Lira, light yellow, "uoknown/unlisted," sticky on 
front and back, so only reverse shows and it is barely 
visible if at all 
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^ _buljy £Jiave a Hebrew letters. ‘YB ’ or 

was able to communicate in English, but not very better I.B. which is consid'eret! as per "our caTISBlSSllons, 
well. As a result, I was unable to get most of my the digits 12, the I = 1 and the B = 2 or 12 . . . The 


questions answered. Here are the comments I gleaned 
from the several letters exchanged; I’ve done a little 
editing but left them "as is" for the most part: 

"These KP-1 stamps are instead of today’s 
Value Added Tax. (Note that KP-1 is not a Waller- 
stein category.) 

"They were imposed on all goods, and you can 
find them today on all albums, books of the 1960s, 
chairs, furniture, etc., etc. 

"For example, .... No. 051142 for 15 Ag. 
and the 056112 for 300 Ag., detached from one stamp 
album. These two stamps are unlisted and rare. 

"You enquired about the 30 Agourah. No. 
and Nr. and Ni, plus italic No. with bold numerals on 
that very stamp . . . these are printed to deter counter¬ 
feits, likewise ... of the 4 copies of same numerals, 
there are on their right bottom, they are their locations 
on the sheet of 100 stamps. 

"The bold numerals, stamp, is repeated, maybe 
'urposely. 

"Thus we have No. the Nr. or the Italic No. 
and numerals, of the position of each, to deter falsifi¬ 
cations. 

"... One of the rarest I ever noticed and is 
unknown, with the numerals 100250 ... It is without 
a fee . . . Never known to exist thus ... in these 


i is the 10th letter in our alphabet and the B is the 2nd 
letter in our alphabet, thus we have 12. 

"But to what amount it stands (for) it is a 
puzzle, either 12 Agourah or 12 Liras ... and how 
they were used. 

"The stamps of 10 Liras, which is unlisted . . 

. is a sales tax stamp ... the plastic stamp is on 
reverse of cover and must be affixed by pressure. 

"I have found 2 other new values, the 25 AG 
and the 200 AG, the 3rd copy of the 200 AG is 
missing the 0 in the 200 - which is a gem in the set." 


I have no information about dollar-equivalents 
of the values on the stickers. I have no information 
about printers, quantity printed, how distributed (e.g., 
did the vendor buy the stickers from the state in blocks 
before or at the time he put the taxable product on 
sale?), exact dates beginning and end of usage, the law 
specifying usage, tax rates, etc., etc. 

If I had more time, energy, and spare money, 
I’d like to get the stickers that are listed in Waller- 
stein, not just to (maybe) complete the set, but also 
because I think they would be equally attractive. 

If any one of you is interested in a color copy 
of the previous page, I can get it made and mailed in 
exchange for $2.00. 


Larry Freeman (F-10) sent Carl the to: 
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"None of our children 

have 
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I am disposing of all 

nine 
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are collectors, that I 

met 
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my 


W 3 . s in y 


ends 


"Perhaps the editor could put a note in the news letter that I bid 
all good bye." 


best, Larry, from ATTS. 
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ATTS has been informed that William J. Macomber (R-177) 
We were informed by a document postmarked May 14, 1998, 
no other details. Our condolences to his survivors. 



UPCOMING SHOWS 


The National Token Collectors Association (NATCA) is holding its 
National Token & Medal Show on Saturday and Sunday, September 5 
and 6, 1998 at the Gateway Convention Center, Collinsville, Ill. 
(just across the river from St. Louis, MO). The Bourse (upto 99 
tables) is open to the public from 9 AM - 5 PM both days, with an 
auction of about 400 lots of exonumia set for 5:30 on Saturday. 

A special rate of $79.95 is availiable at the adjacent Holiday Inn 
(call [800] 551-5133 at least 30 days prior to show). Information 
supplied by NATCA, for further details send a SASE to Larry Oiler, 
NATCA Show Chairman, PC Box 617, Andover, KS 67002, (316) 733-4306. 

For a sample copy of "Talkin' Tokens" send $2 to Duane H. Feisel, 

PO Box 212, Shingletow T n, CA 9608S. 


A m\ 
Aju v 


ERT 



WANTED: Your Classified ad. Each 

member is entitled to a free ad. 

FOR SALE: NEBRAKSA MAVERICK 
TRADE TOKENS, ATTRIBUTED, 

1st Ed., 1998 booklet, 3,712 
listings, 158 pages, in 3 
sections, includes 500 
directory listings of saloons 
& billiards, 1911-12. $20 

postpaid, George Hosek, 7411 
Idledale, Omaha, NE 63112- 
2805, 402-455-1905. 


WANT to buy Nebraska "White- 
Spot" anti-tax tokens and 
related material. Wayne 
Hohndorf, PO Box 4511, 

Omaha, NE 68104 

STILL AVAILABLE: United States 
Sales Tax Tokens and Stamps: A 
History and Catalog, M.K.Malehor 
and T.Davenport, $39.95 + $3.50 
S&H from Turtle Hill Book Co., 

PO Box 265, Bryantown, MD 20617. 
Non ATTS members, $49.95 + S&H. 


State Revenue Society, Auction #10 (closed 3/20/98) Prices Realized. 


J_iO 

-L CGIu 
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OH 1941 sales tax C35 pair imperf 
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same, C36, 12 ct. 

3.00 

co no 

237 

same, but no serial number 

4.00 

none 
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same, C40, $1.50 
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non o 
i 4 W UO 
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same, C41, $3 
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n Ano 
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OH 1954 Sales Tax M12g, let. w/stub 
Mint, never hinged, VF 
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same, M15, 3ct., AVC 

1.00 

1.00 
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WASHINGTON: BARTELL- 
Another Loose End 


Merlin K. Malehom L-279 


Over the course of my years as a member of 
ATTS and the Editor of the Newsletter, as well as 
doing a lot of "research" related to the 1993 catalog, 
I became acquainted with all sorts of "mysteries" 
having to do with sales tax tokens. Perhaps the most 
well-known of these mysteries is the Herrin square 
token, about which I wrote an entire booklet in 1993. 
It included a considerable amount of information about 
the token, but didn’t solve the mystery. 

There are other mysteries. In his first Check- 
List of. Sales Tax Tokens, which appeared in The 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine in 1944, Emil Di 
Bella included a list of the Provisional Issues of 
Washington. In that list were "Seattle Merchants." 
He listed ten of the eleven Far West types. (He listed 
only one Eba’s Mutual.) 

However, he listed two other "Far West 
types.” One of these was Augustine and Kyer. The 
other was Bartell Drugs. 

In October 1992, Les Albright (Seattle, WA) 
sent me some xeroxes of a couple Bartell Drug Co. 
issues. I have had them in the files since then, hoping 
maybe to find time for more "research." Perhaps 
someone will be inspired to explore further. Here are 
the pictures. The 1 value stamps are black print on 
tan cardboard. The 10 value is red. 

Note that the tax covered by the tokens is a 
"federal excise tax" rather than a state general sales 
tax. According to my dictionary, an excise tax is a tax 
on a specific commodity. Note that the date is 1941, 
which was the same year that, in Spokane, there was 
a shortage of tokens which resulted in an Emergency 
Token One-Fifth Cent 3% Sales Tax Token cardboard 
issuance by the Spokane Retail Trade Bureau. 

Was there any relationship between these 
Bartell federal excise tax pieces and the emergency 
sales tax tokens? I doubt it strongly, other than the 
possibility that Di Bella picked it up as a name, 
perhaps in 1941 when the excise tax 
v stamps/stickers/cardboards were apparently issued. 
Personally, I’m sort of curious about what the tax was 
on, and how these pieces were actually used. And I 


suppose that some customers and Bartell’s could have 
used them as though they were sales tax tokens. 

In Chits, Pfefferkom and Schimmel comment 
on both Augustine and Kyer, and Bartell Drugs, that 
these tokens were reported by Di Bella but have not 
been verified and the description is questionable. I 
think the Bartell’s possibility for a sales tax token is 
dead. Does anyone know anything about Augustine 
and Kyer? 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
FEBRUARY 28, 1998-MAY 31, 1998 


Balance 2/28/98 

$ 763.33 

Income (4/1-4/30) 




Dues & Donations 

120.00 

Expenses (3/1-3/31) 




Postage 

0.64 

Balance 4/30/98 

$ 747.23 

Income (3/1-3/31) 


Expenses (5/1-5/31) 


Dues 

32.00 

Postage, etc. 

5.08 

Balance 3/31/98 

$ 794.69 

Income (5/1-5/31) 




Dues & Donations 

97.00 

Expenses (4/1-4/30) 




Newsletter 

163.37 

Balance 2/31/98 

$ 839.15 

postage 

4.09 




The balance for May covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not include 
the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is made. 

This makes our operating account with a good balance. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $151. Thanks to Wilbur C. Armstrong, David C. 
Bennison, Leo Bledsoe, Ocie E. Ford, Richard Lane, and Jeff Quinn for their donations. All the 
donations are appreciated very much. 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
FEBRUARY 28, 1998—MAY 31, 1998 


NEW MEMBERS: J. Roger Bolz, Scott A. 
McClung, Lewis G. Roberts,-John 
Ostendorf, Nick Sapone 

DROPS: Larry Freeman (his request), 
William Macomber (Deceased), William 
Cheek, Robert Danielczyk, Lloyd Deierling, 
J.O. Lampkin, M. William Massey, Denny 
Polly, Fred Robinson, A.B. Smith, and Henry 
Williams 

REINSTATEMENTS: None 
MEMBERSHIP (May 31) 102 


An Apology 

A few members brought to my attention 
that when I put the dues reminder in the last 
newsletter and when I sent out the reminder 
post cards that I did not state the amount of 
the dues. It did not occur to me to do this 
and for that I apologize. Thanks to the 
members who mentioned this. It is a point 
well taken and I will state the amount of the 
dues in the future. 

Carl Cochrane, Sec.-Treas. 
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CALIGULA QUADRANS REVISITED 


j-0f 


fiUJ- *-* 




'^x *jO ) 
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In previous issues of this Newsletter, sooert u. neoncira, 

21 ) ; wrote scout the quaorans or raiiguia as a corn commemorui-iiig 
the remission of a sales tax.flj An article recently .came to my 
attention that suggests that the standard interpretation of the 
coins in question, presented by Mr. Leonard, may not be correcr.[ 

First, a little background. The Roman_Emperor we know as Caligula 
was born August 31, AD 12 as Gaius Julius Caesar Augustus ^ermmiicus. 
He received the name "Caligula" when, as a small cnrrd, he was 
dressed up as a soldier and shown to his father's legions along the 
Rhine. His uniform was complete down to the boots (caliga) worn by 
the soldiers, but as his boots were much smaller the soldiers called 
him Caligula (little boots), which one author has translated as 
"Bcotsie."[3] It is hard to imagine a more inappropriate name for^ 
the thug and madman that was Caligula. The Roman biographer.Suetonius 
wrote about a third of the way through his biography of Caligula 
(that appeared in his Lives of the Twelve Caesars) “so much for tne 
prince, now for the monster."[4] The remaining two thirds of 
Suetonius' account is filled with examples of Caligula s misbehavior, 
incest with his three sisters; engaging in sexual relations with 
the wives of his dinner guests during dinner and commenting on 
their performances to their husbands and others; executing men to 
gain their fortunes (when told one of his victims was baiuuupt 
Caligula replied "he need not have died then"); his plans to make 
his horse, Incitatus, consul (the consuls were the two men who 
presided over the Roman government and although by the time of 
Caligula they had lost any real power, they were still nominally 
the head of the government), and punishing people who made too much 
noise and disturbed the sleep of Incitatus; abandoning his plans to 
invade Britain and instead having his soldiers pick up sea shells 
as plunder; and other actions too numer ous to mention.[5] One modern 
biographer sums up Caligula as follows: "Rarely has so little good 
been done by so powerful a figure, and there are only a few rulers 
in all the history of the world who were as crazy, cruel, conceited, 
and arbitrary as the Roman Emperor, Caligula."[6] The same author 
also argues that efforts by other modern historians to revise the 
character of Caligula, to make him "warm and fuzzy," as it were, 
are misguided.[7] 




Caligula had an impressive ancestry and much more could have been 
(and was) expected from him- His father, Germanicus, was very 
popular and thought of as a great general (although modern 
historians believe he was overrated, he had the good fortune to 
die before his mistakes caught up with him). Germanicus was the 
son of Drusus, the younger son of Livia by her first husband, 

Tiberius Claudius Nero, whom she divorced to marry the Emperor 
. Augustus. In order to secure the succession, in AD 4 Augustus 
adopted Livia's elder son, Tiberius (who became Emperor in 14 on 
the death of Augustus), who in turn adopted his nephew, Germanicus. 
Drusus (Caligula's grandfather) married Antonia minor (the younger 
daughter of Marcus Antonius [Marc Antony of song and story] and 
Octavia, sister of Augustus). Caligula's mother, Agrippina, was 
the daughter of Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa (the life long friend and 
military commander of Augustus) and Julia, daughter of Augustus.[5] 
Thus, Caligula was the great-grandson of Augustus (the first 
emperor) and the adopted grandson of Tiberius (the second emperor). 
Augustus himself had been adoped by Julius Caesar (his mother's 
mother's brother) by his Will, so Caligula decended from (and was 
related by blood) to nearly every important Roman at the end of 
the Republic. The only emperor with a bloodline nearly as impressive 
as Caligula's was Nero, his sister's son. From the behaviour of 
those two it would appear that it was a foul and toxic brew. 

Caligula became emperor on March 18, AD 37 on the death of Tiberius. 
Caligula (or his advisors) was smart enough to play on the hopes 
the people had for the reign of his father that never happened, the 
hostility felt toward Tiberius at the end of his reign, and the 
sympathy felt toward Caligula's mother and other family members.[5] 
Tiberius was thought to have had a hand in the death of Germanicus 
and reciprocated Agrippina's hostility towards him. She and her 
two oldest sons all died as a result of the actions of Tiberius 
or his henchman Sejanus (who had designs on the throne, so his 
actions might not accuarately reflect the plans of Tiberius). One 
of Caligula's first acts was to collect the remains (such as he could 
find) of his mother and brothers and give them a proper burial. Ha 
also had coins struck with his image on the obverse and his parents 
or Augustus (who was described as "divus” [god] as he had been 
deified after his death) on the reverse. His brothers were shown on 
a bronze coin, as were his three living sisters.[8] Other sources 
say that a coin generally attributed to Tiberius showing Agrippa is 
really a coin of Caligula, and, indeed, his most common coin type.[9] 
These coin types show that Caligula (or his officials) was adept at 
using coins for propaganda. For that reason it was suggested many 
years ago that the quadrans (the smallest coins issued under 
Caligula, equal to 1/16 of a sestertius [about 300 sestertii equalled 
the average Roman's pay for a year]) was struck with a design to com¬ 
memorate the repeal of an unpopular tax, the 1% tax on sales at 

auction established by Augustus in AD 6, cut to 1/2 of 1% by Tiberius 

in 17, and restored to 1% by Tiberius in 31.[1] 

The main design of the reverse is the letters RCC, which is tradi¬ 
tionally interpreted as remissa ducentesima (removal of the two- 
hundredth). Problems with this interpretation include the fact 
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that all literary sources we have state that the tax was 1% when 
Caligula repealed it, and that the repeal occured in 38 and the 
coin did not appear until late enough in 39 that Caligula was 
designated consul for the third year (which is generally assumed 
to have begun January 1, 40). Kollgaard and Barrett cite J. 

Eckhel's 1796 work Doctrina Nuncrum Veterum that RCC could be 
interpreted as rei censitae conservator (preserver of elections) 
and the coin related to Caligula's restoring to the plebian 
assembly the right to vote for certain officials. That is the usual 
interpretation placed on the obverse design (a pileus [liberty cap] 
with the letters SC [generally believed to mean with the consent 
of the Senate]). However, it has the same problem with the dating, 
as the election was restored at about the same time as the tax was 
repealed. It seems clear that the quadrans was intended to com¬ 
memorate some achievement of Caligula. Other than the two suggested 
above, the only other candidates are a general restoration of "lib¬ 
erty" after the "tyranny" of Tiberius, Caligula's defeat of a pos¬ 
sible conspiracy in 39, or the begining of his open hostility towards 
the Senate (which began in 39) which he could argue was defending the 
people. However, for none of these have I seen any explanation of 
"RCC." The first event happened well before 39, and the last two 
have the problem of explaining "SC" when the posited purpose for the 
type was to celebrate a victory over the Senate, it seems unlikely 
the Senate would consent to such commemoration. Barrett says no 
conclusion can be reached, while Kollgaard says he thinks that the 
standard interpretation is correct. 

Part of the problem is that we just do not have all the facts. Many 
of the literary sources we have are incomplete or have been miscop- 
ied over the intervening centuries. Other information has been lost 
(Eckhel's reading of "RCC" is based on an inscription that is no 
longer extant).[5] "RCC" does not appear elsewhere so we cannot find 
a meaning for it in another context. The fact that this type is the 
only quadrans issued under Caligula may explain the delay between the 
issuance of the coin and the act it commemorates: there may have 
been no need for a quadrans until late 39, so none were made; there 
also appears to be about a year gap in coin production ending about 
the time the quadrans was introduced (perhaps there was a shut-down 
of the Roman mint for some reason, like the fire that shut-down the 
US mint in 1815) so no coins were made, the quadrans might have been 
produced earlier if the mint had been in operation. The fact that 
Caligula's reign saw the consolidation of provincial mints at Rome 
would aggravate such a situation.[5 ] "The two-hundredth" might have 
been the common name of the tax, much as in the State of Washington 
we had a 1% excise tax on conveying real property, which was still 
referred to as "the 1% excise tax" years after it was raised to 
1.78%. It has also been suggested that Caligula cut the rate to 1/2 
of 1% before he abolished it.[l] 

The most reasonable conclusion that I see is that there is no con¬ 
clusive evidence either way that the quadrans commemorates the 
repeal of the sales tax. As it has been interpreted that way since 
before any of us were born, I submit the burden of persuasion rests 
with those seeking to change the interpretation. As always, anyone 
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who wants to collect any coin should do so, for whatever reason he 
or she wants. Ther are no "wrong” ways to collect. 

NOTES 

[1] ATTS Newsletter, vol. 1, #3 (July-August 1971) and #72 ATTS 
Newsletter p.3. 

[2] Kollgaard, Ron, "A Numismatic Mystery: The Caligula Quadrans" 
in The Best of the Celator 1994, pp.50-52. 

[3] Levick, Barbara, Claudius, 1990, p.5 

[4] Ferrill, Arther, Caligula Emperor of Rome, 1991, p.8. 

[5] See generally, Ferrill, Ibid.; Barrett, Anthony A.,- Caligula 
The Corrpution of Power, 1989; Grant, Michael, The Twelve Caesars, 
1975. 

[6] Ferrill, Ibid, p.165. 

[7J Ibid., p.io. 


[8] Sear, David, Roman Coins and Their Values, 3d ed., 1981, 

pp.98-99; Van Meter, David, The Handbook of Roman Imperial Coins, 
1991, pp.77-80. 

[9] Barrett, op. cit., Appendix II, pp.244-253. 

EDITORS COMMENTS 
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That makes three. 
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variety discussed in News-Let Lar iu0. iiiat: maxes curse, 
should check their boxes, wrappers, and anything else to see i 
can find any of the other possible varieties that may exist, 
me know if you find anything. Happy hunting; 


No one bid on the Nebraska Fetroleum Industries Committee cardboar 
which was illustrated in Newsletter 100. I guess ATTS now has a 
collection to go with the book in our library. Look out ANS and 
ANA, ATTS is catching up to youI 


d 


t 


I have not heard from anyone about how The National Token Collectors 
Association (NATCA)'s National Token & Medal Show that was scheduled 
for September 5 and 6, 1998 at the Gateway Convention Center, 
Collinsville, Ill. (just across the river from St. Louis, MO) went. 
If anyone sends me anything to report, I will do so. Please sand 
information on upcoming shows (and "after action" reports afterwards 
as well as anything "for the good of the order," I can. always use 
more copy. Thanks to everyone who sent something for inclusion in 
the Newsletter. I still have some material by Merlin, so you know 
future issues will have at least some redeeming features. But if 
you do not send me something you will have to receive whatever 
"Bootsie" and I can come up with. 


) 
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NEW FINDS, PERSONAL NOTES 
and Other Stuff! 

Merlin K. Malehom L-279 


Utah 

Here’s another "nickname" for you to remem¬ 
ber. This was noted on page 82 of Campbell’s Tokens 
of Utah, 3rd Edition, 1987. 

BLOOD MONEY - a term used to describe 
Utah sales tax tokens. Henry H. Blood, in 
January 1933, in his first year as Governor of 
Utah, signed into law the Sales Tax Bill. 


Boxes - 

When Tim and I were developing the new 
catalog, I began to run into more and more boxes and 
wrappers. Some of the boxes were full—perhaps not 
even opened. Some of the wrappers contained what 
was probably their original content—the paper was so 
old that it began to fall apart if there was an effort to 
unwrap the tokens. Of course, some of the boxes and 
wrappers were empty, and had been "smashed flat." 

I debated with myself for a long time as to 
whether I should include in the catalog the boxes and 
wrappers that were known at that time. I finally 
decided to include them because more than a couple 
dozen had already been identified, and because the 
catalog was intended to include history and the boxes 
and wrappers were an important part of that history. 
It seemed to me that if they were included, we’d 
gradually discover more and more of them and thus 
begin to understand a little more about how they were 
packaged and shipped. (Of course, no collector has to 
collect boxes and wrappers if he or she doesn’t want 
to.) 

As I hoped, ever since the catalog was pub¬ 
lished there has been new information about boxes and 
wrappers and their contents. Now there is a big 
surprise. Some months ago, Tom Holifield wrote that 
he had had a box on the end of which was a stamped 
green logo, 3/8" x 1 1/8": 

& ffj ft /0 /' t / i ~74 l — 

ue^ocie-fOLD 


Since then, Richard Johnson and I have been 
exchanging correspondence because he is collecting 
boxes and wrappers. I asked him what boxes he has 
with this Continental Paper Products logo. He has 
counted over a dozen. So it looks as though there is a 
major expansion of our information about boxes. I’m 
currently working on Catalog Information Sheets to try 
to fit all this together, but it’ll be some time before I 
get caught up. Meanwhile, be aware that the field of 
"boxes" is pending some additional information. Also, 
if you happen to collect boxes, please look at them to 
see if this logo appears, and if it does, let me know 
what box(es). 


Personal Notes 

As expected, the bone marrow cancer is 
gradually overcoming my natural resistance. It 
weakens my immune system, so I have to be careful 
about going anywhere that I might be exposed to 
"germs." It eats on the bones from the inside, so that 
there is more and more chance of broken bones if I’m 
not really careful. The most recent episode has been 
a fracture of the left femur where it joins to the pelvis. 
I was immediately hospitalized for hip replacement 
surgery and am now recovering with a new metal hip. 
It’s a big hunk of metal and my leg muscles are only 
slowly getting used to the extra weight. I wonder 
what will happen the next time I go through airport 
security--maybe they’ll think I’m trying a new way to 
smuggle a weapon of some kind onto the airplane? 

Overall, I’m not complaining too much, I 
hope. My wife is really a good nurse and takes care 
of the things I can’t do for myself very well anymore, 
although the extra work tires her out more than I like. 
There’s some continuing pain, but prescription "pain 
pills" take care of that to some extent. I’ve been able 
to get around on crutches and have graduated to a 
cane. Eventually (about six months) I’ll be able to get 
around about "as usual." In the meantime I can still 
work on my various computer-based interests, such as 
this ATTS column. 
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WEST VIRGINIA "SALES TAX TOKEN" 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


Several months ago, Tom Holifield gave me a 
"heads up" about a West Virginia "sales tax ‘change’ 
token." There was a short note about it in the August 
1998 issue of Token Talk, which is published about six 
times a year by Walter Caldwell, P.O. Box 29, 
Fayetteville, WV 25840. The August 1998 issue 
referred to an article in the September 1994 issue. I 
wrote to Mr. Caldwell to obtain more information as 
well as permission to reprint. 

Here is the September 1994 article. 



WHY A 3c SCRIP TOKEN ?? 

On February 19, 1937, the ELI SMOKELESS 
COAL CO., Nuttallburg, WV.wa* shipped 
1000 escalloped 3c tokens by the Ingle- 
Schierloh Company of Dayton, Ohio. In the 
same order (No. 460R2), there were 1000 
one cent tokens and the invoice amount 
was $27.50. 

On September 26, 1936, Mr. J. B. Rupert, 
Store Manager, had written to the company 
“we find that due to the cost of having 
pennies made to meet the Consumer’s Sales 
Tax collection, we are suffering a distinct 
loss in having many of our pennies 
accepted at other (coal company) stores, 
thus not only the monetary loss, but are 
kept handicapped through the inability to 
make change as they get away from us so 
fast -we’ve had 2300 made. If you could 
produce 2, 3, or 4c pieces cheap as the lc 
and change the shapes to facilitate 
identification you would ,1 think, open up a 
new field of business. Even though we might 
have plenty of pennies, many sales (all 
under 50 cents) call for counting out 4 
pennies for the customer or on $1.00 sales 
(and less to 50c) 3 pennies back. This 
return on each sale calls for many coins and 
too much counting. If you can produce 500 
of each of these for experiment, will gladly 
try out and report back to you.” 


Thus, the reason for the 1000 three cent 
tokens. How many survive in collections 
today? I know of only two and would be 
interested in hearing from any collector 
having one of these RARE 3c tokens. I 
recall that there are a few 2c tokens from 
other companies listed in Edkins, but don’t 
recall a 3c token from any other coal 
company. 

And here is the August 1998 article. 



0n« of the knows three Eli Swokalos* 

Coal Co., Nuttallburg, WV -3c scrip token* 
is factored is Moil Bid Sole A9929 is this 
Issue. See LOT 140.. 

A f cot we story In tlw Sept. 1994 is* ue 
of TT gave the history of these nneoamon 
tokens. 

In 1957, when WV started collecting 
soles tax, these were given as change when 
one cent tax was collected on purchase*. 

So, there was something "new under the sun." 
What we have here is a coal token which was evident¬ 
ly intended as a means to give change for sales tax 
payment of less than a nickel. In a sense, it’s the 
reverse of sales tax tokens; they made it possible to 
pay the sales tax when it wasn’t exact to the penny, 
but this coal token was intended to be given in change. 
One difference of course is that this token was in 
pennies rather than mills. 

This is the only coal token I’ve heard of that 
was intended for this purpose. In the September 1994 
article there are comments about 2C and 4C tokens, 
also, but I haven’t run into any information about any 
of those denominations that were intended primarily to 
give change for sales tax. 

Note also the comment by Mr. Caldwell about 
the rarity of this token. The August 1998 article 
indicates there are only three known to exist. 
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TOKEN MEMORIES 
Grant LaTurner 

Had I but known when growing up in the 1940's the 
wealth I threw away or squandered. I am not talking about 
baseball cards, I didn't like the brand of bubble gum they came 
in, it was bad I threw away a small fortune in comic books 
but by the time I, my brothers and all our friends had actually 
read them they really weren't in collectable condition. 

The precious commodities I am talking about are tax 
tokens, Washington State tax tokens! The tax at that time was 
three cents on the dollar so tokens were used for. tax on amounts 
less like a dime and to fill in between where whole penneys 
would fall, as in the early years of grade school in those days 
a dollar was worth more in those days. In my mind it was worth 
twenty candy bars. We didn't have much money to waste on candy 
but my friends and I discovered how we could use the Tax 
Tokens. Now if you walk on the street or in parking lots it 
is not unusual to find a penny or two. I have seen my own son 
throw pennies away as space wasting junk. I of course 
picked them up put all the others I find in a jar and at the 
end of only a year have saved enough to by fifteen candy bars 
which is seventy five cents in 1940's money. 

I digress from my subject. Tax tokens being worth 
only 1/3 of a cent and not really being legal tender for purchase 
weren't much use to a hungry child of six until we made another 
wonderful discovery. Our local grocer sometimes ran short of 
tokens and would give us a penny. When our mother sent us to 
the store we easily persuaded her to let us keep any tokens 
left in the change. There was also the chance of finding tokens 
lost by some careless person. These were a bonus but not 
uncommon. 

I remember two types of tokens the first and my 

favorite were round made out of metal, aluminum I think, and 

had a neat hole in the middle which allowed you to run a string 
through it and wear it around your neck as whatever your 

imagination wished it to be. Dog tags were a hot item in the 
days of World War II. That was my favorite. The other type of 
token was green plastic and not as much fun. 

What put an end to any thought of collecting the 
tokens was of course the temptation of Penny Candy. Oh the 
variety. Kids today may have more breakfast cereals to chose 
from but we could almost match them in the varieties of Penny 
Candy. Some kinds even sold three pieces for a penny. If I 
remember correctly one of these things was licorice. At the 

grocery store we could plunk down one token and get a stick 
of licorice or some other similarly priced delicacy not really 
legal but given the choice of doing without a licorice whip 
just on the chance of being caught in a misdemeanor my sweet 
tooth won. 

Gradually the supply of tokens dried up. I didn't 
realize they were being phased out and went on spending them 
as if they would always be here. 

Don't even get me started on my Captain Midnight 
Decoder Badges and my Tom Mix Secret Compartment Rings. 
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New member Nick saponfi [K— biv) wrote lute and asked seme c[iiestioi'iS. 
When ± replied i asKea if he would object; if I pur me answers in 
the newsletter and used his name, we said he had no objections, 
if anyone wants to correct any answer 1 gave (and please correct me 
if I am wrong), or make any other comments, or ask any questions, 
please do so. I will not use your name unless you want me to. As 
Nick said, if you have a question, no matter how dumb it may sound, 
ask it, as not knowing the answer could causa problems. 

Q1. I put my tax tokens in 2x2s mounted in 20 pocket note book 
size pages. I use this method as it is familiar to me as a coin 
collector. Is there a "proven" good way to store tokens? 

Q2. I am not familiar with how best to mount and display tax stamps 
but might have stumbled on a good method. I ordered "plastic" note 
book pages from a stamp supply co. that have seven horizontal pockets 
on each side of a black backing. Tax stamps fit in there nicely and 
stay there. You can take them out of the pocket to look for water¬ 
marks, etc. and put them back in. These pages make an impressive 
display and come in types which are "SAFE" or not harmful to stamps 
or documents and are good for long term storage. Is this the best 
way to store them? 

A1 & 2. The editor does not know of a "proven" or "best" way to 
store tokens or stamps. His tokens are stored in 2x2s, but in boxes 
and not pages. His tax stamps (Ohio receipts) he generally storer 
in the containers they come in, like envelopes from the Post Offic^ 
that stamps come in, consumer's and vendor's halves are in 2x2s, 
including envelopes, as are cardboards. If you are going to staple 
them in 2x2s be careful where you put the staple! Also, crimp down 
the staple so that the next holder does not catch on it. Frankly, 
the editor does not have enough Ohio receipts that he has thought 
much about storing them. He sees no problem with your storage 
methods, but watch out for staples and PVC! The good thing about 
most sales tax tokens is that even if they are damaged, you are 
not out much. 

Q3. I never heard of sales tax tokens until last March. There seem 
to be VERY FEW dealers in the area. This appears to be because 
there are few collectors and the tokens are of low value. Is 
there a price guide or should I just rely on dealers' lists and 
tread with caution? I paid 25 cents each for some Ohio consumer's 
receipts, is that a good price? 

A3. Treading with caution is always a good idea in any matter. 

Jerry Schimmel (who is listed in the roster of the last Newsletter) 
did a price update of his booklet on STTs about 1989, it cost about 
$2 then [the editor understands from a follow up letter from Nick 
that the cost is the same]. That is the only price guide the editor 
knows of, he would like to hear from anyone with other information. 

As to price, ha would be happy to pick up Chios at 25 cents a piece 
even though they are not worth that much. Just like buying this 
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year ? s cent for 25 cents you are paying for the service of someone 
gathering the item and making it availiable to you. Any one who 
tells you you will get rich from sales tax tokens is either a fool 
or a crook. Price is largely a function of quantity for STTs and 
there are three basic quantities of STTs: unique, rare, and how 
many tons do you want? The Chios are the Carl Sagan STTs ("billions 
and billions"). You are looking at junk box prices for most STTs. 

As to the others, remember that there are not many people who collect 
STTs, so a small hoard can reduce the price (I seem to recall that a 
few years ago some one found about half a dozen NM black fibre 
tokens, and the price dropped greatly). Any dealer who does not 
have Nick on his or her list might want to drop him a line. 

Q4. When I first became interested in sales tax tokens I checked 
with my local library and found it had nothing on the subject. It 
was willing to buy a book but by then I had acquired M&D. It is a 
great wealth of information which I could not do without and highly 
recommend to anyone collecting tax tokens and stamps. Are there 
any other sources of information availiable? 

A4. Yes, see the last Newsletter for a list of the publications 
availiable through ATTS. Merlin also had some other personal 
publications: Richard Johnson (our President) is working on an 

update of his Ohio scratch marks booklet; and among the future 
catalog supplement sheets will be his Canadian sales tax catalog. 

If Merlin (or anyone else) has any other items for sale, or other¬ 
wise, please inform the editor for inclusion in a future Newsletter. 
Those of you looking for inexpensive numismatic gifts, or wanting to 
contribute to your local library, should consider the ATTS publica¬ 
tions. You can even copy your ATTS publications for these purposes. 

Q5. Should I collect the Ohio tax receipts by consumer's (or 
vendor's) halves only, or go for complete attached ones only? 

A5. You can collect them by halves or complete, or both ways. As 
you have just acquired what sounds like a nice group at a quarter a 
piece you know they are cheap. Some people want only complete ones, 
but that seems to me to be akin to buying unissued remainder bank 
notes. My friends who collect bank notes tell me that in their field 
that is frowned on. I say collect what you want, there are no wrong 
ways to collect. 

Q6. I am not used to measuring in millimeters under magnification. 

I use a plastic ruler and low power lens. Is there a "best way" 
to do this, or is this good enough for our purposes? 

A6. Merlin may have some comments as he did the measurements that 
appear in M&D, but the editor feels your method is good enough, as 
it is the method the editor uses. It works fairly well on straight 
edges, less well on curves (like diamaters). The editor has found 
that if you take several measurements, any "strange" measurement 
will disappear. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
JUNE 1,1998-AUGUST 31, 1998 


Balance 5/31/98 

$839.15 

Expenses (6/1-6/30) 
Postage 

2.07 

Income (6/1-6/30) 

Dues & Donations 

18.00 

Balance 6/30/98 

$ 855.08 

Expenses (7/1-7/31) 
Newsletter 

143.21 

postage, etc.. 

6.92 


Income (7/1-7/31) 


Dues & Donations 

10.00 

Balance 7/31/98 

$ 714.95 

Expenses (5/1-5/31) 

Postage, etc. 

0.64 

Income (5/1-5/31) 

Dues & Donations 

00.00 

Balance 2/31/98 

$ 714.31 


The balance for August covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not 
include the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is 
made. Our operating account is in good shape. With normal expenditures we should have no 
problem meeting expenses for the remainder of the year. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $155 Thanks to Robert Danielczyk for his donations. 
All the donations are appreciated very much. 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
MAY 31, 1998—31 August, 1998 


NEW MEMBERS: None 


REINSTATEMENTS: Robert Danielczyk, 
Fred Robinson 


DROPS. None 


MEMBERSHIP (Aug 31) 104 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


WANTED: Your Classified ad. Each 

member is entitled to a free ad. 

STILL AVAILABLE: United States 
Sales Tax Tokens and Stamps: A 
History and Catalog, M.K.Malehorn 
and T.Davenport, $39.95 + $3.50 
S&H from Turtle Hill Book Co., 

PO Box 26 5, Bryantown, MD 20617. 
Non ATTS members, $49.95 + S&H. 


WANTED to buy: Your extra/un 
wanted sales tax tokens and 
related items. I will be 
glad to send my have/want 
lists. John Ostendorf, 108 
Myrtle Ave., Waxahachie, TX 
75165 (johnosteOhpnc.com) 
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Carl Cochrane-ATTS 
12 Pheasant Dr. 
Asheville, NC 28803 


EDITORS COMMENT! 


Thi& issue of ehe Newsletter xs later tharr-l hacl hoped. Merlin 
serrc me a new group of related catalog supplement .sheets'.with .a 
explanatory article that probably should go gut together, lout p 


into a greater mailing cost. I waffled te'tweeii whki J 'I had 
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already prepared and Merlin's new information/ with”the result that 
in.jtiij.jig get done. 1 decided to use Merlin's for’'the next issue 

when. I discovered that it will be cheaper to -sendHa?, ttoree ounce 
.mailing after . the postage rate increase than before:..,, fjihe reason 
.being that while the first ounce cost increases one cent, the 
second and each additional ounce cost, decreases one cent. Our 
normal two ounce mailing will not be changed. J actually have a 
2 ump preparing the next issue, but I am sure I can find a way 
l.° get ic out late. I have been working on some articles on the 
Washington provisionals, but the work has been goincr slower than 
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to my eigtb grade 


My teacher was so bad 
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rtually 


tailing nis course; i still get a little ill 
if I spend too much time on the subject, although my love of 
history was too strong even for that dolt, to kill. I am planning 
•co take a course on researching local history in the hopes of get- 
ring more information. You see the sacrifices I make for the 
Newsletter;? I hope to start including this material in the News- 
letters over^the course of 1999. I have already discovered a few 
inheres Ling facts f e 3 g, t I personally knew one of the principals of 
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letters over the course 
interesting facts, e.g. 
Farwest Lithographing. 


Farwest Lithographing. Unfortunately he died when I was five, 
before I knew enough co ask any questions (why did no one tell me 
I would be interested in sales tax tokens?). if anyone has any 
information on this, or any other subiect. innhidino nru-mm* 
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PRICES REALIZED 


LOT 

ITEM 

ESTIMATE 

PRICE 

State 

Revenue Society auction #11 (closing abou 

t June 19, 

1998); 

165 

OH 1939 sales tax C29c w/stub, pair 
imperf between, mint, never hinged, VF 

<£ a nn 

fcy* T .1 uu 

none 

166 

OH 1939-42 sales tax (12), 8 diff let- 
3ct, used 

1.00 

v') Or 

A ivJiiC 

167 

OH 1941 sales tax, C34 w/stub, no 
serial, pair imperf between, mint, never 
hinged, VF 

4.00 

none 

168 

OH 1941 sales tax, C34 w/stub error, red 
printing shifted, mint, never hinged, VF 

5.00 

none 


State Revenue Society auction #12 (closing about October 9, 1998); 


221 

OH 1934-39 sale tax (8) R2,R7,R13,R15,R20f , 



222 

R22 , R27 39ct,R36 9 ct, used, clean 

OH 1934-5? sales tax (5) all with stub. 

2 o 00 

2 • 00 

O O 7} 

mint, never hinged, 01,036, 3 Mericks 6ct 
to 60ct, definately some watermark varieties 
OH 1935 sales tax 9ct R3 (Malehorn S18B) w/ 
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WANTED % Your Classified ad. Each 
member is entitled to a free ad. 
Your ad can be run in more than 
one issue if you let the editor 
know that and he is not overwhelmed 
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STILL AVAILABLE: United States 
Sales Tax Tokens and Stamps; A 
History and Catalog, M.K.Maieho 1 "' 
and T.Davenport, $39.95 + $3.5C 
S&H from Turtle Hill Book Co., 

PO Box 265, Bryantown, MD 20617. 
Non ATTS members, $49.95 + S&H. 
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BUSINESS MEN’S NATIONAL TAX COMMITTEE 

OFFICE OFTHE CHAIRMAN 
6 WEST 48th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


DARWIN R. JAMES. JR. 

H. BOARDMAN SPALDING. 

Vice Chairmen 


MENGO L. MORGENTHAU. TREASURER 

MEYER D. ROTHSCHILD. CHAIRMAN LEW HAHN . SECRETARY 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE BUSINESS MEN’S NATIONAL TAX COMMITTEE 

At Their Meeting Held on March 24, 1920 

WHEREAS: The Excess-Profits Tax, the Surtax and the numerous Excise, Special and Stamp Taxes 
of the Revenue Act of 1918 are excessive, discriminatory and ill-adapted to peace time conditions; and 

WHEREAS: These heavy and uncertain taxes, through the pyramiding of taxes as goods are passed 
from hand to hand, are an important factor in the increasing of prices to the consumer; and 

WHEREAS: The heavier surtaxes on incomes make it more profitable for persons with large incomes 
to invest money in non-taxable bonds rather than in industrial, railroad, public service or other taxable se¬ 
curities, thus diverting huge amounts of investment capital to non-taxable bonds, and, to the extent of such 
non-taxable investments, exempting persons of great wealth from taxation; and 

WHEREAS: Taxes on personal incomes should be simplified by dropping the Surtaxes and levying a 
graduated income tax instead, stopping at the point where any further increase would drive the possessors 
of great income to place their wealth in wholly exempt securities; and ./ 

WHEREAS: The greatly increased cost of living and the decreased purcWing-power of the dollar 
make it advisable in the interest of persons of small incomes that the “Specify/Exemptions” should be in¬ 
creased, with exemptions for each child under eighteen and for dependents^ver that age; and 

WHEREAS: It has been estimated that a Gross Sales or Turnovm/Tax of one per centum on the 
sales of all kinds of goods, wares and merchandise, embracing raw jrfaterials, manufactured goods, and 
real property, and including the receipts of public and personal servic^corporations, amusements, clubs and 
other like receipts, will yield an annual revenue of from four to sn/billion dollars; and 

WHEREAS: The required taxable percentage on such Sale/jr Turnovers can be established to yield 
sufficient revenue from business, and no other Revenue Taxes/of any kind whatever should be levied on 
business; and / 

WHEREAS: The best minds of the country, both in/id out of Congress, are agreed that the interests 
of all our people demand a prompt, thorough-going revisi/i of the Revenue Act of 1918; and 

WHEREAS: The business men and consumers o/the United States are all deeply interested in the 
enactment of a Tax Law which, while yielding adequate revenue for the needs of the Government, shall 
equitably distribute the burden of taxation in a maimer which will not unduly interfere with the prosperity 
of the people; and / 

WHEREAS: The question of equitable and efficient taxation is a national problem in which all citi¬ 
zens, regardless of party affiliation, ai^e vitajiy interested; and 

WHEREAS: We believe that the leaders, as well as the rank and file of all political parties, are eager 
for an immediate, business-like revision of our tax laws; and 

WHEREAS: We believe that all the members of the Committee on Ways and Means of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on Finance of the Senate will gladly accept the cooperation of the 
business men of the country in framing a new revenue law; 

Now, Therefore, Be It 

RESOLVED: That we urge upon Congress to promptly repeal the Excess Profits Tax, the Surtax, 
and all Excise, Special, and Stamp taxes of the Revenue Act of 1918, add to substitute for those 
war taxes a Gross Sales, or Turn-over Tax, and a Graduated Income Tax on personal incomes, 
with an increase of "Specific Exemptions” on personal incomes; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That copies of these resolutions be sent to the President of the United 
States, the Secretary of the Treasury the members of Congress, and to the constituent members 
of the Chamber of Commerce of the United States. 
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i EXPLANATORlr!'STATEMENT OF THE TAX PLAN EMBODIED IN THE FOREGOING 7V ;? 

RESOLUTIONS - 
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.The increased cost of living and the decreased purchasing po.vver^ qf the dollar make it imperative that 
■* people with small incomes, including wage-earners, professional meh, farmers,- and others, should obtain 
7i relief’from the present excessive income taxes. h 

The proposed tax on gross sales or turn-over, taking 1 per cent, as an illustration, $fill bear less heavily 
on the consumer than,the .pyramided excess profits and other business taxes under the present system. It, 

, has been- estimated by:■ the, Department. of., Justice that the, price of. commodities has been .increased to. the 
extent pf 232 per cent, because of the excess profits and other taxes now levied ,oh business. 

‘' Persons of small income normally spend from 90 per cent, to 100 per cent, of it for living expends*’ 1 
including rent.. Under the present plan, as mentioned above, fully 23.2 per cent, of current prices is paid 
by persons of small income as an indirect tax. Under our proposed plan this indirect tax on purchases will 
be a great deal less than it is under the present system. It is because of this payment of indirect taxes 
on all purchases that we advocate an increase in the present “specific exemptions.” We believe that for 
married persons or heads of families, the tax should begin on incomes of $4,000 or $5,000, instead of $2,000; 
and for single persons at $2,000 or $2,500, instead of $1,000, retaining, and perhaps increasing, the present 
exemptions for children and other dependents. 

The present personal income tax, while bearing heavily on small incomes, often permits the very large 
incomes to entirely escape taxation, because of investment in non-taxable bonds. The rate of tax on in¬ 
comes, therefore, should not exceed the point at which the tax-payer can make a profit on his investment 
in taxable securities. Any rate of tax beyond that point will cause investors to dispose of taxable securities 
and replace them with non-taxable ones, thus depriving the Government of revenue and creating a class of 
non-tax-payers, to the extent that people of great wealth invest their incomes in such tax-free securities. 

In addition to depriving the Government of revenue, this practice of investing huge sums of money in 
tax-free securities withdraws large amounts of investment capital from taxable stocks and bonds and, if 
continued, will seriously cripple many industries, including railroads and public service corporations. The 
income tax should therefore be graduated only to the point where it shall continue to be productive. 

After determining the amount of revenue which can be collected from such a graduated income tax, the 
additional amount to be raised from taxation should be obtained from a gross sales, or turn-over, tax on 
sales of every kind of goods, wares and merchandise, embracing raw materials, manufactured products, 
mines, oil wells, and including transactions in real property. In addition, a like tax should be levied on the 
gross receipts of theatres, motion picture houses, billiard rooms, public games and entertainments, clubs, 
public service corporations (furnishing - gas, electricity, water, power, transportation), on all leases or priv¬ 
ileges for which compensation is paid, and on commissions of every kind. 

V These gross sales, or turn-over, taxes can be computed monthly or quarterly, and paid to the Govern¬ 
ment during the succeeding month or quarter, as the law may provide. 

As the Government will be able to raise a sum sufficient for the economical conduct of its affairs through 
these two sources of taxation,, there should be no other Federal tax on business. - - j s 

Gi? 4 .1 The advantages of the tentative tax plan outlined are obvious. Every business man will know whaL 
his tax will be and pan makeiprovision accordingly. With the removal of the present uncertainty, due to 
the Government's share in the profits, unusual and excessive prices will soon shrink to normal under the 
| stress of competition and efforts to increase the volume of business. The tax will be so diffused, moreover, 
, as to be hardly feltjby ,the ultimate consumer, upon whom all business taxes ultimately fall* no fmatter fir 
what guise they are levied., * j. V 

, There is no single factor which will sO quickly assist business in getting back to normal conditions and 
economical management as the power and privilege to conduct internal affairs without Government interfer-A 
ence. There is no reason why business conducted in a lawful manner should not operate along the well’ es-; 
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tablished ,line&,o£ conservative management, permitting every merchant, to so regulate, th$ inyeutcjx^ values 
of his merchandise, machinery and fixtures as to provide in days'of prosperity against the hard times which 
periodically recur. 

Under the tax plan now in force the Government places a limit upon the amount which a merchant 
may write off for depreciation and obsolescence of goods, fixtures and machinery, regardless of the needs 
of . his business. Under the plan proposed, the merchant may write off for depreciation or obsolescence any 
sum which the exigencies of his business may'demand,'■because the tax will be collected solely on fiis’turn¬ 
over, :> or‘gross sales, 1 and the r Gbvefnmedt Will therefore have no concernm ! his profits or his tosses! M i ""‘ 

By continuing to levy a tax on the profits of business, the Government will find itself face tq face 
with a serious problem of diminished income whenever business is temporarily stagnant. On the other 
hand, taxatioWbased' bn sales or turn-over is a tax oh business' operati<m,‘ : which will be fairly constant in 
good times and bad! f As we have said before, every man hr business Will know what his tax will be, and can 
make provision accordingly; and, the tax will be so diffused as to be hardly felt by the ultimate Consumer. 




THE BUSINESS MEN'S NATIONAL TAX COMMITTEE: 


Dated, New York, April 5, 1920. 


OHIO: 

TAX EXEMPTION CERTIFICATES - 

Loose End #3 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


In the course of the 1970s, during which he 
was one of the founders of our Society, co-authored 
the 1977 catalog Chits, Chiselers, and Funny Money, 
and prepared a wide variety of articles about sales tax 
tokens which appeared in various hobby periodicals, 
Jerry Schimmel developed a comprehensive collection 
of sales tax tokens. This collection was auctioned in 
Exonumia Auction Number Thirty-Nine, October 24, 
1981, conducted by Paul Cunningham. Many of the 
pieces listed are in our "common knowledge" base, but 
some are not. A few seem to have disappeared from 
"public view" into the collection of the successful 
bidder or perhaps later involved in a private sale or 
trade. 

Among the lots listed in Cunningham’s catalog 
for this sale is the following entry: 

"463. Lot of four diff. Ohio Sales Tax Exemption 
Certificates. Used by merchants in place of 
sales tax receipts when customers were exempt 
from paying sales tax." 

As far as I can determine, these items are not 
listed in any of Di Bella’s or other catalogs which pre¬ 


dated Chits or the 1981 auction. They are not listed in 
Chits, or at least they aren’t identifiable as "tax 
exemption certificates" if they are. Although they 
probably could (or should) have been listed among the 
Ohio Lost of the M&D 1993 catalog (see p. 263), 
their status was so uncertain that they were not includ¬ 
ed. 

On the other hand, the M&D catalog lists 
several Tax Exemption Certificates from Washington 
(see p. 338), about which there is considerable infor¬ 
mation available, including pictures. Presumably, if 
more were known about the Ohio certificates they 
would also be included as a Catalog Supplement Sheet. 

Where are these four Ohio Tax Exemption 
Certificates? Does any member have them or any 
other such certificates from Ohio, whether or not part 
of the Schimmel auction? Is there any information 
available on how they were used - who issued them, 
how did a user of them become eligible for them, how 
long were they in existence, and so on? Does anyone 
have a thread that some of our Ohio specialists could 
follow to try to find out more about them? 




FINANCIAL REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 1, 1998-NOVEMBER 30, 1998 


Balance 8/31/98 

$714.31 

Income (10/1-10/31) 




Dues & Donations 

25.00 

Expenses (9/1-9/30) 




Postage 

2.11 

Balance 10/31/98 

$ 583.24 

Income (9/1-9/30) 


Expenses (11/1-11/30) 


Dues 

16.00 

Postage, etc. 

2.43 

Balance 9/30/98 

$ 728.20 

Income (11/1-11/30) 




Dues 

16.00 

Expenses (10/1-10/31) 




Newsletter 

167.71 

Balance 11/30/98 

$ 596.81 

postage, etc. 

2.25 




The balance for November covers the cost of the last newsletter. As usual, this report does not 
include the cost of this newsletter because that cost can’t be known until after this statement is 
made. Our operating account is in good shape. With normal expenditures we should have no 
problem meeting expenses for the remainder of the year. 

DONATIONS: Donations this year are $155 Thanks to all for there donations. All the 
donations are appreciated very much and help keep us from needing to raise the dues.. 


ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 


NEW MEMBERS: 
DROPS: None 


31 August, 1998 

James A. Udell 


30 November, 1998 

REINSTATEMENTS: Thomas A. Severn 
MEMBERSHIP (Nov 30) 108 
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tras that they could donate to Les' project he would appreci 
it. His address is: 


Les Albright 
300 N.E. 91st ST. 
Seattle. WA 98115 
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